
Paul and The Law
By Bill Strittmatter

The purpose of this book is to examine every use of the word 'law' by the Apostle Paul to
answer the question, did Paul teach, 'the law is done away in Jesus'?

Paul's Book Words used

1 Corinthians 'Law' is used 11 times.

Galatians 'Law' is used 32 times

Romans 'Law' is used 76 times, 'ordinance' 1 time, and 'commandment' 8 times.

Philippians 'Law' is used 3 times.

Timothy 'Law' is used 3 times, 'commandment' 2 times, lawfully and lawless once.

Titus 'Law' and 'lawyer' once each.

Colossians 'Ordinances' and 'commandments' once each.

Hebrews 'Law' is used 15 times, 'ordinance' 2 times, and 'commandment' 3 times.

2 Peter 3:16 reads, As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which
are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest,
as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.

This verse tells us at least four things.
(1) Paul wrote some things that are hard to be understood.
(2) The unlearned and unstable wrest Paul's writings, as they do also the other scriptures.
(3) Peter said Paul’s writings were scripture.
(3) There are those that wrest (pervert) both the Old and New testaments scriptures.

It is bad enough that Paul wrote some things that are hard to understand; we are reading
them two thousand years later in a different language. Paul wrote in Greek and we read in
English. It is hard enough to read books written in English only a few hundred years ago.
To make matters worse we are told that unlearned and unstable men twist Paul's doctrine.

They have had two thousand years to twist. Now his writings are almost impossible to
understand. So here we are trying to comprehend what has been twisted and distorted for
ages. Apparently modern day books on Paul are the fruits of this distortion. I tried to find
a good book at the local bookstore explaining Paul and the Law.

The more books I read on Paul the less I understood and the more confused I became.
Fortunately, I have, for that reason, not read very many books that explain Paul's
teaching. I just had to figure it out for myself and print my own book. This book explains
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Paul by answering the question, what would Paul say if here were alive today here in
America and if he were to give the same sermon with modern examples and illustrations?

If I wrote a letter to you, I'm sure that you could understand what I had to say. You
should not have to give my letter to a learned friend and have him explain it to you.
When Paul wrote a letter to his friends the same should have been true. So I am not going
to quote Paul then explain what he had to say. I will try to resay in modern plain English
the same message Paul delivered so long ago. And it should not thereafter need
explanation. When talking about the Law Paul was explaining the Old Testament. He
used the words law, lawful, lawless, lawyer, commandments, and ordinances. (For
example in Romans 9,10 and 11 34% of the verses are quotations of the Old Testament.)

This book will limit itself to those portions of the Old Testament that were being
explained and verses or chapters containing these words relating to 'The Law'. 'The Law'
is more than just The Ten Commandments'.

Background Information

The Law - An Outline
The Law is a name for the first five books of the Old Testament. It contains or can be

separated as follows:

The Law: (The whole body of information contained in Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers and Deuteronomy.)

1. National History.
A. From Adam to The Exodus.

2. Commandments.
A. The Ten Commandments.

a. Statutes defining the law and violations.
b. Judgments - punishments for violation.

B. Other Commandments.

3. Covenants. (Conditional and unconditional)
A. For example, some Conditional covenants:

1. Edenic - Genesis 2;15-17
2. The 'Old Covenant' - Ex 20:17, 24:12, 31:18, 32:19,

34:1-4,27-28
3. The Palestinian Covenant- Deuteronomy 29-30

B. For example, some unconditional covenants.
1. The Adamic Covenant- Genesis 3:14-18
2. The Determinate Covenant - Genesis 8:20-22
3. The Covenant with Noah - Genesis 9:1-17
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4. The Abrahamic Covenant - Genesis 12:1-7, 13:14-17, 15:1-6,
17:22, 18:17-19, 21:12,etc..

5. With Isaac - Genesis 2:40, 26:3-5,24
6. With Jacob - Genesis 27:28-29, 28:3-4,13, 22: 32:

35:1-12, 48:3-4
7. With Joseph - Genesis 24:60; 26:3-5,24

4. Customs, Rituals and Ceremonies.
A. The Levitical priesthood's 'works of the law'.
B. Other rituals and ceremonies such as circumcision.

Depending upon the context when Paul uses the word 'Law', he could be referring to any
or all of the above.

'The Law' meaning the legal system, courts, or police officers.

'The Law' meaning the writings of Moses.

'The Law' meaning the commandments, statutes and judgments.

'The Law' meaning the covenants or a covenant.

'The Law' meaning customs, rituals and ceremonies.

When a friend asks you about charity toward the poor, you might reply, What does the
Bible say? Your answer may come from only one or two verses, not the whole Bible. A
question such as, "What sayeth the law," may be like, "What sayeth the Bible?"

The answer could be in one verse or one chapter. When Paul asks, "What sayeth the
law?" Paul could be asking, "What sayeth that particular part of the law on this subject?"
If Paul were talking about marriage, and asked, "What sayeth the Law?," he would not be
expecting an answer from that part of the law dealing with National History or criminal
conduct.

'The Law' meaning

Commandments, Statutes and Judgments
This is a commandment:

Commandment: Thou shalt not kill. Exodus 20:13

These are Statutes and Judgments:

Statute: He that smiteth a man, so that he die,
Judgment: shall be surely put to death. Exodus 21:12


